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Murder suspect 
captured at motel 



Florida 
victims won’t 
get to say ‘I 
graduated 
high school’ 



Metro Homicide Captain Kip Hart speaks to the media about the apprehension of Donald Robertson, who 
is accused in the slaying of Holt teenager Jalen Merriweather, during a press conference Thursday, [staff 

PHOTO/GARY COSBY JR.] 
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Suspect faces multiple 
charges, three others 
face charges of 
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Shaw Shaw 


ONLINE 

For more photos and video 
related to arrests in the Jalen 
Merriweather case, visit www. 
tuscaloosanews.com. 


The man accused in last 
week’s fatal shooting of Holt 
High School student Jalen 
Merriweather was captured 
at a Tuscaloosa motel early 
Thursday morning. 

Donald Robertson, 48, the 
told the media that he’d spent 
his time on the run “reflect¬ 
ing” as he was led to jail at 2 
a.m. Thursday. 

He faces multiple charges: 
murder, two counts 
of attempted murder, 
first-degree robbery, second- 
degree domestic violence, 


third-degree felony domestic 
violence and certain persons 
forbidden from possession a 
firearm. 

Robertson remained in the 
Tuscaloosa County Jail on 
Thursday without bail. 

Capt. Kip Hart, assistant 
commander of the Tuscaloosa 
County Metro Homicide Unit, 
said additional charges could 
be filed as the investigation 
continues. 

Robertson was captured 
after law enforcement agents 
surrounded the Masters Inn on 
McFarland Boulevard at about 
12:30 a.m. and found Robert¬ 
son inside a room with two of 
the three people who now are 
charged with hiding him from 
police. 

He surrendered without 

See CAPTURE, A5 


SPORTS | Cl, C3 

ELITE 

COMPANY 

Hillcrest, Bryant 
boys and Hillcrest 
girls move on to the 
regional finals in 
the Elite Eight 
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Figures suggest flu shot 
only 36 percent effective 


NEVER 

GRADUATES’ 

1988 Crimson Tide 
national champion 
gymnastics team 
will be honored at 
alumni meet 


By Mike Stobbe 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK - The flu 
vaccine is doingapoor job pro¬ 
tecting older Americans and 
others against the bug that’s 
causing most illnesses. 

Preliminary figures released 
Thursday suggest the vaccine 
is 36 percent effective overall 
in preventing flu illness severe 
enough to send a patient to the 
doctor’s office. 

There’s only been one other 
time in the last decade when the 
flu vaccine did a worse job. 

See FLU, A5 
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MAN 

TUSSLES 

WITH 

DEPUTY 

A Tuscaloosa 


A nurse prepares a flu shot from a vaccine vial at the Salvation Army 
in Atlanta. Most doses of vaccine are made in a production process 
that involves growing viruses in chicken eggs, [david goldman/the 

ASSOCIATED PRESS] 


County man was 
arrested Tuesday 
after fighting with a 
sheriff’s deputy 


Friends, family try to 
pick up pieces after 
losing loved ones in 
attack on high school 

By Jay Reeves 

Associated Press 

When a gunman opened fire 
with an AR-15 at a large high 
school in south Florida, the 17 
dead included students and 
school workers, young and 
old. Here is a look at some of 
some of those who lost their 
lives in the massacre at Mar¬ 
jory Stoneman Douglas High 
School: 



Aaron Feis, a football coach at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Fla., was 
fatally shot Wednesday at the 

SChOOl. [FACEB00K VIA AP] 

Coach and security 
monitor 

Assistant football coach 
Aaron Feis was shot to death 
while selflessly shielding stu¬ 
dents from bullets. A tweet 
from the school football pro¬ 
gram ended: “He died a hero 
and he will forever be in our 
hearts and memories.” 

Feis graduated from the 
school in 1999 and worked 
mainly with the junior varsity, 
the team website said. It said he 
lived in nearby Coral Springs 
with his wife and daughter. 

The team website said 
Feis spent his entire coach¬ 
ing career at Marjory 
Stoneman after playing there 
as a student. 

The Sun Sentinel reported 
that Feis, acting as a school 
security guard, responded to 
the original call on a school 
walkie-talkie. Someone on 
the radio asked if loud sounds 
they heard were firecrackers, 
said football coach Willis May, 
who also carries a radio. 

“I heard Aaron say, ‘No, that 
is not firecrackers.’ That’s the 
last I heard of him, ” May said. 

Friend won’t get to say 
1 graduated high school’ 

Joaquin Oliver was known 
by his nickname “Guac,” short 
for “guacamole,” because 
many couldn’t pronounce his 
first name. 

See VICTIMS, A5 
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TODAY 

Few showers 
68°/47 0 


SATURDAY 

Few showers 
69 °/ 47 ° 


SUNDAY 

Stray shower 
66 °/ 57 ° 
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SHELTON STATE 

COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


READY TO WORK? 

Shelton State is ready to help! 

Join us for orientation. 

For orientation dates, visit sheltonstate.edu/readytowork. 



It is the policy of the Alabama Community College System Board of Trustees and Shelton State Community College, a postsecondary institution under its control, that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, religion, marital status, disability, 
gender, age, or any other protected class as defined by federal and state law, be excluded from participation, denied benefits, or subjected to discrimination under any program, activity, or employment. Important information about the educational debt, earnings, 
and completion rates of students attending programs can be found at sheltonstate.edu/gainfulemployment. 






























































































